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though they were prone to quarrel when adjusting
Anglo-American relations.

While the Samoan affair seemed an accidental
happening, there was taking shape in the Pacific
another episode which had a longer history and was
more significant of the expansion of American inter-
ests in that ocean. Indeed, with the Pacific coast
line of the United States, with the superb harbors
of San Francisco, Portland, and Puget Sound, and
with Alaska stretching its finger tips almost to Asia,
even Blaine could not resist the lure of the East,
though he endeavored to reconcile American tradi-
tions of isolation with oceanic expansion. Of all the
Pacific archipelagoes, the Hawaiian Islands lie near-
est to the shores of the United States. Although
they had been discovered to the European world by
the great English explorer, Captain Cook, their in-
tercourse had, for geographic reasons, always been
chiefly with the United States. Whalers continu-
ally resorted to them for supplies. Their natives
shipped on American vessels and came in numbers
to California in early gold-mining days. Ameri-
can missionaries attained their most striking suc-
cess in the Hawaiian Islands and not only converted
the majority of the natives but assisted the succes-
sive kings in their government. The descendants